Research Paper Rubric



Name _________________________
	Categories
	Excellent
	Good
	Acceptable
	Needs improvement
	See me and/or go to Writing Center

	Content:  Title, introductory paragraph, thesis, and conclusion
(20 pts)
	Topic of discussion is clearly explained and stated.  Thesis is concise, clear, well-stated, and presents an argument.  Conclusion is concise and convincing.
(20-18)
	Topic of discussion is clear.  Thesis is present, but does not necessarily argue a point.  Conclusion restates major points.
(17-16)
	Topic and thesis are general, not specific; may try to argue different or opposing points.  Conclusion is repetitive and/or misleading.
(15-14)
	Topic is not clearly stated, thesis needs improvement to achieve clarity.  Conclusion is rushed or absent.
(13-12)
	Needs major improvements.

(11-0)

	Content, Thesis Development:  Specific points argued with supporting evidence and/or examples

(30 pts)
	Excellent and varied points that clearly and explicitly develop the argument.  Specific and logical supporting evidence through direct and correct textual quotations (or other sources).  Original!
(30-27)
	Very good points clearly develop the argument.  Good supporting evidence, alludes to texts and/or other sources.
(26-24)
	Good points, although may be general or may not clearly develop thesis.  Acceptable examples.  Alludes to text, but is general in nature.
(23-21)
	Points developing the thesis may be ambiguous, may need clear direction and focus.  Lack of specific evidence to support thesis; may be personal in nature or very general.
(20-18)
	Needs major improvements.
(17-0)

	Form:  Language and articulation as seen in vocabulary and sentence structure
(20 pts)
	Great variety, rich, complex, and comprehensive 
(20-18)
	Some variety
(17-16)
	Less variety
(15-14)
	Basic
(13-12)
	Needs major improvements.
(11-0)

	Form:  Spelling and grammar
(10 pts)
	90-100% correct
(10-9)
	80-89% correct
(8)
	70-79% correct
(7)
	60-69% correct
(6)
	Needs major improvements.
(5-0)

	Form:  Organization
(10 pts)
	Logical, clear, and fluid; establishes order and transitions
(10-9)
	Ideas, points, and examples relate well to each other.
(8)
	Acceptable flow between points and examples.
(7)
	Paragraphs are out of order; transitions are present but unclear or are lacking.
(6)
	Needs major improvements.
(5-0)

	Requirements of assignment (e.g. format, length, citation practices, pledge)
(10 pts)
	All were met
(10)
	Almost all were met
(9-8)
	Most were met
(7)
	Some were met
(6)
	Many not met
(5-0)


Additional comments:

Grade:  ___________
